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More than three months after 
Stan Conn announced that he will 
be retiring as general manager 
of Owensboro Municipal Utilities 
late next year, the utility is moving 
ahead with initial ef forts to find 
his replacement.

Dean Stanley, chairman of 
OMU’s board of directors, said 
Wednesday the utility has received 

a half-dozen proposals from execu-
tive search firms that want to 
assist the board in hiring a general 
manager. The board has not yet 
decided if it will actually use an 
outside consultant to identify and 
screen potential candidates, but 
a decision will be made soon, he 
said.

In August, the board approved 
allowing OMU to hire a profes-
sional recruiting firm to assist in 

the search for a new general man-
ager.

“The process is ongoing,” Stan-
ley said. “We will set forth a plan 
to have someone in place to make 
a timely transition by the end of 
next year. We have not engaged a 
consultant, but we have solicited 
proposals. We haven’t selected 
one.”

Stanley left the door open to 
choosing a general manager by 

some other method rather than 
using a search firm.

“We just have not reached a 
final decision on using a consul-
tant,” he said. “We are in the pro-
cess of making some decisions. 
... We could do the search on our 
own, or look at internal candi-
dates or decide we will use outside 
help.”

Those decisions will probably 
be made early next year, Stanley 

said. The schedule still calls for 
the new general manager to be 
named in June and for that per-
son to serve under Conn until he 
leaves in November.

“I don’t think there’s much 
thought to changing that,” Stanley 
said. “We want to have someone 
in place and have a period of time 
(for the person) to work with Stan 
before the duties are transferred.”

Conn, general manager of 
OMU for more than four years, 
announced in mid-August that he 
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GM search moving forward
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Unexpected Guests

Inmates at Daviess County Detention Center are caring for litter of pups

WASHINGTON — Facing 
bankruptcy, the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice is pushing ahead with unprec-
edented cuts to first-class mail 

next spring that 
wil l  s low del iv -
er y and, for the 
first t ime in 40 
years, eliminate 
the  chance for 
stamped letters to 
arrive the next day.

The  es t imat -
ed $3 billion in 
r e d u c t i o n s ,  t o 
b e  a n n o u n c e d 
in broader detail 

today, are part of a wide-ranging 
effort by the cash-strapped Postal 
Service to quickly trim costs, seeing 
no immediate help from Congress.

The changes would provide 
short-term relief but ultimately 
could prove counterproductive, 
pushing more of America’s busi-
ness onto the Internet. They could 
slow everything from check pay-
ments to Netflix’s DVDs-by-mail 
and add costs to mail-order pre-
scription drugs.

That birthday card mailed first-
class to Mom also could arrive a 
day or two late, if people don’t plan 
ahead.

“It’s a potentially major change, 
but I don’t think consumers are 
focused on it, and it won’t regis-
ter until the service goes away,” 
said Jim Corridore, analyst with 
S&P Capital IQ, who tracks the 
shipping industry. “Over time, to 
the extent the customer service 
experience gets worse, it will only 
increase the shift away from mail 
to alternatives. There’s almost 
nothing you can’t do online that 
you can do by mail.”

The cuts, now being finalized, 
would close roughly 250 of the 
nearly 500 mail processing cen-
ters across the country as early as 
next March. Because the consoli-
dations typically would lengthen 
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Postal 
cuts  

to slow 
delivery

BY HOPE YEN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Republican 
Mitt Romney accuses President 
Barack Obama of considering 
America “just another nation.” To 
other GOP politicians running 
for the White House, Obama has 
apologized for the United States 
and is presiding over the nation’s 
decline.

Now comes the counteroffen-
sive.

The president of the United 
States is defending his faith in 
America, confronting GOP efforts 
to undercut his leadership and 
raise questions about his patrio-
tism as he seeks re-election.

In the battle over “American 
exceptionalism,” Obama used a 
recent trip to Asia to highlight 
America’s role as the strongest 
and most influential nation on  
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Obama defending his faith in America

BY KEN THOMAS
ASSOCIATED PRESS

T he inmate roster in 
the Daviess County 
Detention Center’s 

substance abuse program got 
more crowded recently when 
the 35 inmates in the program 
found themselves hosting a 
litter of hungry puppies.

The puppies arrived the 
day before Thanksgiving. 
Since then, the inmates have 
been feeding the puppies, 
and cleaning up after them, 
in anticipation of the dogs 
eventually being adopted out to 
good homes.

The detention center is 
already the temporary home 
to several adult dogs that are 

available for adoption through 
Saving Paws Animal Rescue of 
Kentucky. One dog — a rotund 
red heeler named Bull — lives 
at the jail’s substance abuse 
building full-time.

The seven Labrador mix 
puppies came to the jail after 
they were found, motherless, 
at the county landfill.

“Their mom got hit by 
a car,” said Scott Sparks, a 
member of the substance 
abuse program’s dog crew, 
which supervises the care and 
training of the dogs.

“They were like the landfill’s 
mascots,” said inmate Chaz 
Ross.

SEE GUESTS/PAGE A2

Photos by John Dunham, Messenger-Inquirer/jdunham@messenger-inquirer.com, 926-0123
Jeff Mayes holds a Labrador mix puppy after the dog’s nap time Thursday afternoon at the Daviess County Detention Center. The 35 inmates 
in the substance abuse program have cared for the seven puppies who were recently orphaned. “Their mom was killed,” Mayes said. “She was 
hit by a car.” The puppies are up for adoption, but the lone white pup is already spoken for.

Chaz Ross pats one of the pups while it playfully gnaws on his sneaker 
Thursday afternoon at the Daviess County Detention Center. The inmates 
have been caring for the puppies since the day before Thanksgiving.

Conn will be retiring as general manager late next year

BY JAMES MAYSE
MESSENGER-INQUIRER

Unprecedented cuts to 
first-class mail in spring

Patrick 
Donahoe

President 
Barack 
Obama 
speaks at a 
campaign 
fundraiser 
event on 
Nov. 30 in 
New York. 

Associated 
Press

He’s confronting GOP efforts to undercut 
his leadership, question his patriotism
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Lottery Numbers
Sunday’s lottery numbers:
Kentucky 
Pick 3: 2-4-9
Pick 4: 8-8-7-1
Indiana
Daily 3: 3-1-4
Daily 4: 8-5-8-8
Lucky 5: 18-22-23-27-31
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earth. In this election sea-
son, responding to the 
Republican critique is essen-
tial for Obama, the only 
incumbent ever compelled 
to show a birth certificate to 
defend his legitimacy.

“Sometimes the pundits 
and the newspapers and 
the TV commentators love 
to talk about how America 
is slipping and America is 
in decline,” Obama said 
Wednesday at a New York 
fundraiser. “That’s not what 
you feel when you’re in 
Asia. They’re looking to us 
for leadership. They know 
that America is great not 
just because we’re powerful, 
but also because we have a 
set of values that the world 
admires.”

“We don’t just think 
about what’s good for us, 
but we’re also thinking 
about what’s good for the 
world,” he said. “That’s 
what makes us special. 
That ’s  what  makes us 
exceptional.”

Republicans have seized 
on “American exceptional-
ism,” a belief among many 
in the nation that the U.S. is 
special among global pow-
ers, and tried to por tray 
Obama as expressing ambiv-
alence about the promise of 
his own country. The mes-
sage resounds with party 
activists who still admire 
President Ronald Reagan, 
who memorialized America 
as that “Shining City on a 
Hill” during the 1980s.

“We have a president 
right now who thinks Amer-
ica’s just another nation. 
America is an exceptional 
nation,” Romney, a former 
Massachusetts governor, 
said during a GOP debate 
in Las Vegas last month. 
Even his campaign slogan 
— “Believe in America” — 
suggests that the current 
president doesn’t.

Others have tried to use 
it to their advantage.

Texas Gov. Rick Perry, 
in an inter view with Fox 
News’ Bill O’Reilly last 
month, said Obama had 
“traveled around the coun-
tr y making excuses for 
America, apologizing for 
America, saying that Amer-
ica is not an exemplar y 
country.”

Former House Speaker 
Newt Gingrich criticized 
Obama after 16 Latin Ameri-
can and Caribbean nations 
filed “friend of the court” 
briefs in a Justice Depart-
ment lawsuit against a 
tough new immigration law 
in South Carolina, home to 
an important GOP primary. 
“It makes you wonder what 
countr y does President 
Obama think he is presi-
dent of,” Gingrich said.

Obama has given detrac-
tors ample material for their 
attacks.

At  a  San Francisco 
fundraiser in October, the 
president talked about the 
importance of investing in 
education, new roads and 
bridges and other ways to 
build the economy.

“We used to have the 
best stuf f. Anybody been 
to Beijing Airport lately?” 
Obama said, asking what 
has changed. “Well, we’ve 
lost our ambition, our imagi-
nation, and our willingness 
to do the things that built 
the Golden Gate Bridge and 
Hoover Dam.” Republicans 
picked up on the comments, 
accusing Obama of calling 
Americans unambitious.

D u r i n g  a  m e e t i n g 
with business executives 
in Honolulu last month, 
Obama was asked about 
impediments to investment 
in the U.S. He said many 
foreign investors see oppor-
tunity here, “but we’ve been 
a little bit lazy, I think over 
the last couple of decades.” 
The “lazy” comments were 
quickly tur ned into an 
attack ad from Perry.

During a 2009 news con-
ference, Obama was asked 
whether he subscribed to 
the concept of American 
exceptionalism. He said he 
believed in American excep-
tionalism, “just as I suspect 
that the Brits believe in Brit-
ish exceptionalism and the 
Greeks believe in Greek 
exceptionalism.”

The president said he 
was “enormously proud of 
my country” and highlight-
ed the nation’s “core set 
of values enshrined in our 
Constitution” that ensure 
democracy, free speech and 
equality. Words that voters 
are likely to hear more of 
during the next year.

A Gallup poll in Decem-
ber 2010 found that 80 per-
cent of Americans thought 
the U.S. had a unique char-
acter that made it the great-
est countr y in the world. 
The survey found that 91 
percent of Republicans 
agreed with the statement.

In the same poll, 34 per-
cent of Republicans said 
Obama believed the U.S. 
was the greatest country in 
the world, while 83 percent 
of Democrats said he did.

The American excep-
tionalism argument has 
traditionally signaled U.S. 
strength overseas and the 
promotion of American 
values such as freedom of 
speech and religion. But 
with Obama’s rise, it has 
taken on a new meaning.

At a time of economic 
discord, it builds on the 
notion that America’s weak-
ened economy could hurt 
its standing across the 
globe. It of fers a critique 
of Obama’s foreign policy 
credentials, even as troops 
begin heading home from 
Iraq and the U.S. role in 
Afghanistan is transitioning.

OBAMA
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would retire on Nov. 16 of 
next year after 27 years of 
service. Stanley, Vice Chair-
man Dean Jones and Sue 
Napper, OMU director of 
administrative services, are 
heading the search process.

Napper said OMU will 
take a look at local appli-
cants before deciding if it 
will spend the money to hire 
a search firm, preferring 

not to spend the money if it 
doesn’t have to. 

Conn said his retire-
ment plans include spend-
ing more time participating 
in church mission trips and 
with his family and doing 
consulting work in the util-
ity field. Stanley said he 
took that to mean that after 
his departure, Conn will be 
available to assist OMU’s 
new general manager if the 
need arises.

“That’s fairly custom-
ary,” he said. “We haven’t 
hammered anything out. I 
don’t think it will be until 
a new general manager is 
selected.”

Conn said he hopes to 
create a utility consulting 
business for himself and 
would not rule out working 
for OMU but also wasn’t 
counting on it.

“If needed, I’ll be glad to 
help,” Conn said of OMU. 

“I’m not closing any doors 
today.”

Conn, who got his start 
with Owensboro Municipal 
Utilities 25 years ago as an 
engineer at the Elmer Smith 
power plant, was named the 
utility’s general manager in 
late December 2007 after 
serving about four months 
as acting general manager.

Steve Vied, 691-7297,  
svied@messenger-inquirer.com
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Since their arrival, the inmates 
have been taking turns cleaning up 
poop, training the puppies and feeding 
them every three hours — day and 
night.

“Once they wake up, they’re 
definitely ready” to eat, Sparks said. 
“We have to wake up at 2 or 3 in the 
morning and again at 6 — kind of like 
having a baby at home.”

“It’s an around-the-clock job,” said 
Clint Mclimore, supervisor of the dog 
crew.

Linda Welch, director of the jail’s 
substance abuse program, said the 
puppies will eventually be adopted 
out through SparKy after they are 
potty trained by the inmates. The 
puppies will also receive their shots 
and be spayed or neutered by a 
veterinarian before they are placed 
for adoption.

“We have six dogs all the time,” 
Welch said. The dogs teach the 
inmates caregiving skills — which 
are skills some of the inmates never 
learned or lost due to their struggle 

with drug or alcohol addiction, Welch 
said.

“It’s learning to take care of 
another being,” Welch said. “A lot of 
the dogs come in with some really bad 
behaviors, so a big thing is socializing 
the dogs.”

“As addicts, it kind of gets us ready 
to be out,” Sparks said. “It teaches you 
and gets you ready for parenting.”

“It has helped me to care for 
(others),” Mclimore said. “When I was 
out there, I wasn’t caring for myself or 
anybody else.” Working with the dogs 
and puppies “gets me out of myself,” 
Mclimore said.

Because some of the dogs the 
program receives from SparKy were 
rescued from abusive homes, the 
inmates are required to be gentle with 
the dogs — which greatly improves 
the chances the dogs will later be 
successfully adopted.

“Our dogs are treated with a lot of 
respect here,” Welch said. “(Inmates) 
aren’t allowed to yell at them or cuss 
at them.”

Inmates aren’t required to work 
closely with the dogs if they have a 

canine aversion, but the inmates in the 
program must interact with the dogs 
at least somewhat, Welch said. Sparks 
said he has seen inmates initially shy 
of the dogs eventually warm up.

“The weirdest thing is they grow 
more attached to the dogs,” Sparks 
said. “A little companionship changes 
people.”

Mclimore said the inmates won’t 
give the puppies official names. “We 
felt if we named them, we would get 
attached to them,” Mclimore said. But 
a couple of the dogs have unofficial 
names, like “Tater” or “Big Al,” based 
on their size and personality.

“We try to let (the names) come to 
us,” Sparks said.

Caring for the puppies has been a 
good activity, inmate Jeff Mayes said.

“It’s for a good cause,” Mayes said. 
“It’s going to make some kid happy 
at Christmas” when the puppies are 
adopted out to families and it will be 
because of us, Mayes said.

Sparks said: “I don’t think the 
(substance abuse) program wouldn’t 
be the same without the dogs. It gives 
us a sense of loving and caring.”

GUESTS
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the distance mail travels 
from post office to process-
ing center, the agency also 
would lower delivery stan-
dards for first-class mail that 
have been in place since 
1971.

Currently, first-class mail 
is supposed to be delivered 
to homes and businesses 
within the continental U.S. 
in one day to three days. 
That will lengthen to two 
days to three days, mean-
ing mailers no longer could 
expect next-day deliver y 
in surrounding communi-
ties. Periodicals could take 
between two days and nine 
days.

About 42 percent of first-
class mail is now delivered 
the following day. An addi-
tional 27 percent arrives 
in two days, about 31 per-
cent in three days and less 
than 1 percent in four days 
to five days. Following the 
change next spring, about 
51 percent of all first-class 
mail is expected to arrive 
in two days, with most of 
the remainder delivered in 
three days.

The consolidation of 
mail processing centers is 
in addition to the planned 
closing of about 3,700 local 
post offices. In all, roughly 
100,000 postal employees 
could be cut as a result of 
the various closures, result-
ing in savings of up to $6.5 

billion a year.
Expressing urgency to 

reduce costs, Postmaster 
General Patrick Donahoe 
said in an interview that the 
agency has to act while wait-
ing for Congress to grant it 
authority to reduce delivery 
to five days a week, raise 
stamp prices and reduce 
health care and other labor 
costs.

The Posta l  Ser v ice , 
an independent agency 
of government, does not 
receive tax money, but is 
subject to congressional 
control on large aspects 
o f  i ts  operat ions .  The 
changes in first-class mail 
delivery can go into place 
without permission from 
Congress.

After five years in the 
red, the post of fice faces 
imminent default this month 
on a $5.5 billion annual pay-
ment to the Treasur y for 
retiree health benefits. It is 

projected to have a record 
loss of $14.1 billion next 
year amid steady declines 
in first-class mail volume. 
Donahoe has said the agen-
cy must make cuts of $20 

billion by 2015 to be profit-
able.

It already has announced 
a 1-cent increase in first-
class mail to 45 cents begin-
ning Jan. 22.

SLOW

U.S. 60 near the Wil-
liam H. Natcher Bridge was 
closed for several hours 
Sunday after a vehicle col-
lided with a grain truck.

The accident occurred at 
3:36 p.m. at the intersection 
of U.S. 231 and U.S. 60 East. 
Trooper Corey King of the 
Kentucky State Police said 
a passenger vehicle collided 
with a grain truck. The driv-
er of the passenger vehicle 
refused transport, King said.

The coll ision caused 
grain to spill. Both lanes 
of U.S. 60 were closed 
until 7:04 p.m. while crews 
cleared the road.

BY THE  
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Accident closes 
U.S. 60 near 

Natcher Bridge

WASHINGTON — Meryl 
Streep may have gotten her 
next film assignment, Neil 
Diamond thanked the name-
sake of his famous tune 
“Sweet Caroline,” and a tux-
clad Elmo honored his friend, 
Yo-Yo Ma. They were among 
several luminaries from 
Broadway, jazz and classical 
music to receive the Kennedy 
Center Honors Sunday night 
for their influence on Ameri-
can culture through the arts.

Caroline Kennedy, who 
hosts the annual show as 
part of a living memorial to 
her assassinated father, John 
Fitzgerald Kennedy, acknowl-
edged her personal connec-
tion to one honoree.

In a nod to Diamond, she 
said he was “a Brooklyn lad 
with a gift of melody who grew 
into a solitary man, ‘reaching 
out, touching me.’ ” That was 
enough to draw big laughs 
from the crowd of celebrities 

and politicians recalling that 
Diamond’s “Sweet Caroline” 
was named for her.

“I’m going to have to thank 

her for that,” Diamond said 
before the show.

He noted the song is a 
story about him and his ex-

wife. But he took the name 
from Kennedy.

Smokey Robinson sang 
“Sweet Caroline” with help 
from Kennedy and fans 
brought in from Boston’s Fen-
way Park where it’s a favorite 
anthem.

Lionel Richie, who sang, “I 
Am ... I Said,” told the AP that 
he got into the music busi-
ness because he wanted to be 
Diamond.

“He’s a great storyteller,” 
Richie said. “He’s not an acro-
batic singer. Basically he told 
the story in a very simple 
voice.”

Earlier, President Barack 
Obama lauded the actors and 
musicians at the White House.

“They have different tal-
ents, and they’ve traveled dif-
ferent paths,” Obama said. 
“And yet they belong here 
together because each of 
tonight’s honorees has felt the 
need to express themselves 
and share that expression 
with the world.”

Diamond, Streep, Ma among honorees
BY BRETT ZONGKER

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Associated Press
From left, Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, Sonny Roll-
ins, Yo-Yo Ma, back row, Meryl Streep, Neil Diamond, back row, 
Barbara Cook and Michael Kaiser chat while waiting for a group 
portrait at the State Department for a dinner and reception for 
the Kennedy Center honorees on Saturday in Washington.
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